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ANSWER To tHE QUESTION on THE APPLICATION 


or Curist’s SurFERINGS, 
(Concluded from our last.) 


Christ is the ‘first born of every creature” the 
‘Shead ofevery man,”*the “‘only begotten of the father,” 
who went not astray. He came to do the will of Him 
that sent him, to seek and to sare that which was lost. 
He is the ‘‘bread of God” which cometh down from 
heaven, and giveth lifeto the world. But the bread 
which he gives he declares tu be his flesh, and his 
*‘blood is drink indeed.” 
is the spirit that quickeneth : the flesh profiteth noth- 
ing : the words that J] speak unto you, they are spirit, 
and they are life.” John vi. 33, 51, 55,63. Hence it 
is evident that it is that divine instruction which pro- 
ceeded from the lips of Jesus, and not his death, 
which alone is able to quicken into life a soul that 
is dead in trespasses and sins. How is it conceivable 
that the literal flesh or blood of Jesus should have any 
more efficacy to put away sin, than the flesh or blood 
of the sacrifices under the law? And the apostle saith 
“It is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats 
should take away sin.” Heb. x. 4. 

It will be readily granted that Christ, asan offering, 
was the great antitype, in whom all the types under 
the law concentrated, and in this sense we may con- 
sider his death as the closing and most solemn scene 
of the legal dispensation ; but still all that pertained 
to his Body, literally) es an offering or sacrifice, is noth 
ing more than what pertains to the ‘ led/er that killeth; 
2 Cor. iii. 6. that is, as it respects an expiation 
made by his death and sufferings, body or blood. We 
are not insensible thai the apostle saith, **The blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin; 1 John i. 7, 
but it is believed that a careful attention to this sub 
ject will cunvince any rational, unprejudiced mind, 
that whenever the blood of Christ is spoken of as 
cleansing from sin, it is used figuratively: it means the 
“blood of the everlasting covenant ;” Heb. xiii. 20, 
that is, the life and strength of that covenant. 

Christ, in a spiritual sense is the covenant of God 
to his people ; and as blood in a natural sense, is the 
life and strength of the animal, so the blood of Christ. 
in a spiritual sense, is the life and strength of the cove- 
nant of God. See Isa. xlii. 6,7, “I the Lord have 
called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, 
and will keep thee, and give thee for a corenant of the 
people, for a light of the Gentiles: to open the blind 
eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and 
them that sit in darkness out of the prison-house.”’-- 
This covenant contains every spiritual blessing where- 
with the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
hath blessed us ‘“taccording as he hath chosen us ip 
him before the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy, and without blame before him in Jove.”” Eph. 
i. 3,4. Forthere in is immortality avd eternal life 
brought to light through the gospel of the Son of God. 

It is not our present design to attempt an elucidation 


of God’s holy and gracious covenant, but if our pres-| 


ent views of the subject are correct, then it is evident 
that the death and sufferings of Christ, in themselves 
considered, have all that relation or conuexion with 
our salvation, according to the magnitude 6f the ob- 
ject, as the fatigue and sweat of a man who voluntari- 
ly labours in the field to procure bread for his children. 
bave with the life and health of hie children. In the 
Jirst place, the life of his children is ‘the gift of God: 





Vet Christ himself adds, “Ht | 
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Qdly. That life is prolonged, and rendered comforta- 
| ble and happy by the means of the labour in the field : 
| 3dly. Fatigue and sweat are the natural effects of la- 
bor. Thus God said to Adam, “In the siweal of thy 
‘face shalt thou eat bread ;” Gen. iii. 19, meaning 
that he should be obliged to till thegrownd to procure 
that necessary article. So in the étWer case ; Our ez- 
astence is the gift of God. @dly. That existence is ren- 
dered happy by the graee of God given us in him who 
is made unto as wisdom, righteousness, sanctification 
and redemption; 1 Cor. i. 30, and to bring us to 
ithe knowledge of this grace was Christ's errand into 
the world. 3dly. His sufferings and death were the 
natural consequences, considering the state that man 
kind were in, of his coming into the world on such an 
errand. Hence it may be said that we are healed by 
his stripes in the same sense that Adam ate bread in, or 
by the sweat of his face. 

There is another circumstance respecting the death 
of Christ which onght not to pass unnoticed ; that is, 
as it respects the magnitude of his sufferings. This is 
a subject upon which bat very little has appeared in 
print. It has been generally understood, however, by 
those who consider the violaton of the obligations of 
the ereature to love and obey God, infinitely criminal, 
that the holy and righteous law of God incurred an 
infinite penalty, and of course demanded an infinite 
punishment, or required an infinite sacrifice as a sub- 
stitute, none of which could be abated ; hence.it has 
been believed that the sufferings of Christ were equa) 
in magnitude to the infinite, or endless misery of all 
\those who will finally be saved by the merits of 
that all-sufficient sacrifice. It isno more than reason- 
able to suppose that the advocates of this system have 
|ever discovered some difficulty on this subject ; hence 
i there seems to have been a studied reserve as to ex- 

pressing it in plain and positive terms. For but veryfew 
| have ever been willing to state, in so many words, that 
| God did absolutely die ! or even suffer! and, short of 
| this idea, it has been difficuit tosee how there could 
| have been an infinite sacrifice, or an infinite suffering 
in the death of Christ ; for if Deity himself did not 
suffer; then the suffering was no more than human ; and 
even if all human nature suffered in him the suffer- 
ing being short, was very far from being znfintie. This 
point, therefore, has rather been attempted to be 
supported by implication and allusions, than by any 





on the Divine character to say that a part, or even a] 
of mankind, are emancipated from endless misery by 
an adequate suffering in him ‘who knew no sin ?””—~ 
And if the justice of God could accept of a suffering in 
any degree less than the endless misery of all those 
which strict justice requires, even on the ground of « 
penal/y, is it necessary to suppose that the sufferings of 
Christ were any greater than what the sufferings of any 
other man,in the same circumstances would have been? 
For if justice could accept of a less suffering than infi- 
nite, why must it have had a greater suffering than 
what Christ as a man, apparently suffered? 

These are serious questions, which the reader is re- 
quested duly to weigh, and candidly to consider ; and 
after having paid that attention to the subject which 
the importance of it merits, it is presumed that every 
serious reflecting mind must be satisfied that the death 
and sufferings of Christ, ina literal sense, ought not 
to be considered expiatory ; neither ought they to be 
considered as a suffering inflicted by a penal law ; 
but, (in relation to the Divine economy) as an offer- 
ing or sacrifice under the first covenant, and thereby 
closing the legal dispensation ; and so far asthey re- 
spect Christ as an individual, his sufferings came from 
a wicked world as the baneful effects of sdperstit ious 
ignorance. The sacrifice, or death of Christians an of- 
fering, contained the sum of all the offering® tinder the 
Levitical priesthood, which was offered wp énce in the 
end of the world, or age, that is, in the eud of the le- 
gal dispensation, judicially to put away sin, and was @ 
proper induction of our great bigh priest into the yos- 
pel dispensation. Aid as he offeréd*wp Hiv’ bety “on - 
the cross, as a closing sacrifice law, so he 
“save himself” in his public mini#try, “a ransom for 
all to be testified in due time,” 1 Tim. ii. 6. In this 
offering of himself,he is the life and spirit of the covenant 
which God made with Abraham; in which cove- 
nant all the families of the earth are blessed with jus- 
tification through faith. Gal. iii. 8. He is the true 
light that lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world ; St. John i. 9, and having been made perfect as 
the captain of our salvation, through suffering, Heb. ii. 
10, he will finally, by the influences of his grace and 
teaching of his spirit, bring all mankind to the know!- 
edge of the truth as it is in the everlasting covenant of 
God, whom to know is life eternal. 





DEDICATION, 





positive proof. We frequently meet with “Our dying 


death of Christ, but in connexion with such other 


I'his undoubtedly has been supposed to he necessary 
in order to keep up the idea ofan infinite sacrifice ; as 
it is very evident that the sufferings of Christ were but 
| very short as to time., But should we be disposed to 


an i finite suffering ina few hours! it may be asked 
what is gained by it ? We cannot conceive of a great- 
er suffering than infinile ; and if Christ encured such 
a scene of sufferiug, has there been any less suffering 
in the system of God in consequence of the sufferings 
of Christ? Is it not reasonable to suppose that the 
same Being who could look with infinite complacency 
(on the sufferings of Christ, admitting them to be equal 
lt what the endless misery of all the saved of the Lord 
wo''ld have been, had it not been for those sufferings, 


' 
| 





God,” ‘Our bleeding God,” ‘* Maker died,” &c. in| 
hymns composed for public devotion, alluding to the | 


words, that nothing short of the Deity could be meant. ' 


admit the possibility of the incomprehensible idea of | 





The new Universalist Chapel in Providence, was 
Dedicated on the aiteroon of ‘l'hursday 29th ult. ‘Ihe 
Services were conducted iu the following order: Read- 
ing the scriptures by the Rev. Mr. Fuller; Introduc- 
tory Prayer by Rev. Mr. Kilham; Dedicatory Prayer 
by Rev. Mr. Streeter, of Boston; Sermon by Rev. Mr. 
Pickering ; Concluding Prayer by Kev. Mr. Cutler.— 
Most 0: the pews were svid at auction on Friday, and 
brought $23,700. ‘The cost of tbe building was about 
$24,000. ‘Il'wenty pews remain u. sold.— Bos. Gus. 





TOLERATION, 


In a case tried before Judge Hallowell and a spec- 
ial jury, in the District Court of Philadephia, Nov. 
14, a man was offered as a witness for the defendant, 
who on being interrogated by the plaintiff’s counsel, 
as to his re!igious belief, declared, that he did not be- 
lieve in a future state of rewards and punishment: af- 
ter this life, but that the only punishment for sin was 
in the present state of existence. Vhe judge after argu- 
ment refused to admit him to be qualified as a witness. 
He quoted in support of his opinion, the decision of the 


could have looked with equal complacency on the end- | Supreme Court of New-York, as delivered by Chief 
less misery of all mankind? Whit glory willitreflect Justice Spencer; that ‘uo testimony is entitled to cre- 
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dit, unless delivered 
affirmation, which comés home to the conscience of the 
Witness, and will create q tie arising from his belief, 
that perjury would expdse him to punishment in the life 
to come; on this great principle rests all our institutions, 





















fic er the solemnity of an oath or] question, which yhoujd hava been t e Stibject of dis- 


cussion. And this gentleman is not alone in treating 
the subject in this way.. The clergy generally when 
they have attempted to oppose Universalists by the 


and «specially the distribution of justice belween man | 9%* of the 25th of Matthew have done the same. If 


and man,.”’— Bost. Pat. 





the clergy will oppose us, let it be done in a candid 
and fair manner. Do not. say Gentlemen, concerning 


By the above decision, the honorable judge informs ‘the parable on which you place so much reliance, this 
the public, that had the man whom he would not ad-|;. 45 account of the last judgment, at the end of this 
mit to be sworn, been dishonest enough to deny his re-) ¥ oq, but attempt to prove it. You seem to refer to 


ligious belief, he then would have admitted him te 
swear! And he furthermore informs the public, that 
if he did not feara punishment in a future state, he 
should entirely disregard the insfilutions of society, 
and especially the dis!ribylion of justice belween man 
and man. 

The man is to be pitied whose understanding be 
trays such weakness. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


NOTICE OF REV. MR. RUFFNER’S 
SERMON, 
No. 1. 


By the politeness of a relation at ‘the south, the wri- 
ter has recently received a copy of a sermon, upon the 
duration ef future punishment, preached at Petersburg, 
Va. some time since; by Rev. Henay Rurrxer, pro- 
fessor of languages in \Vashiugton College. I wish to 
communicate to the readers ofthe Magazine a few 
thoughts that came into my mind on reading the above 
discourse. 

The Rev. Gentleman chose for his text the first 
clause of Mat xxv. 46, ‘* These shall go awey into erer- 
lasting punishment.’ Wie assumes the question that 
mankind will be punished in the future state, and la- 
bors to prove that their punishment in that state will 
be eternal. The first part o his sermon is devoted to 
shew, ‘“‘that reason alone can ot determine whether 
future punishment will be temporal or eternal.” In 
the next place he consicers ‘*the duration of future 
punishment as a dogfrine of revelation.” From reve- 
lation he first summonses his text to his assistance in 
endeavoring to prove the eternity of punishment. In 
relation to the text, he says, ‘lef us obserre (he con- 
nezion.”” Well, what next: Listen: ** Our Saviour 
was discoursing upon the general judgment of man- 
kind at the end of the world.”” Now reader, is not 
this strange? Is it not strange that a learned profes- 
sor, after calling our attention to the cuonrexion in 
which his text is found, should in bis next words 
make the very statement that he would have found 
false, if he himself bad previously consulted the con- 
nexion? 

Again, is it not unaceesptably strange how this gen- 
tleman could manage his subject as he did, ifhe were 
an honest man apd hed previously, az he ought, made 
himself acquainted with the sertimets of the body of 
Christiane whom he had undertaken to oppose? The 
Universaliste in this country, with indeed a very few 
exceptions, have maintained that the whole of the 
25th chapter of Niatthew bas reference to temporal 
things. Their views of it have been published time 
afier time im a variety of ways, and circulated in al- 
most every part of the United States. These views 
have been supported by appeals to the content, and 
hy the most thorough retiews of the whole of Christ’s 
discourse, @ gloses with the 25th chapter of Mat- 
thew. Furthermre, they have carefully. collated the 
accounts 6f this discourse as given by the different 
evangelists, clearly shewivg by the above means that 
it altogethet has reference to the things of time only. 
And after al? this, when an eminent professor writes a 
a long discourse for the very purpose of opposing Uni 
versatism, he flies to the 25th of Matthew for a text, 
he continues this discourse through nearly fifty pages} 
without poticing the principal arguments of the Univer- 


‘this parable as though you thought we had never 
heard of it. But can you suppose we made up our 
minds concerning the fature and final state of men, 
without considering the scriptures which had been 
suppose: to relate thereto? Ifyou think it your duty 
to oppose us, make yourselves acquainted with our 
sentiments, the arguments we offer in defence of them, 
the explanations we give of the scriptures which have 
been supposed to be in opposition to our doctrine, and 


ter prepared to confute us if we are in error. 
On the 20th page of the sermon, the author gives as 


which in every instance we may determine the true 
significations of the word aionios, rendered ererlasting 
in his text. 
things in the invisible future world, it signifies endless 
duration.”» On the 25th page, speaking of aion, he 
gives the same rule: *‘when it relates to things be- 
longing only to this visible world, it necessarily bears 
a limited sense: when to things beyond this world, it 
signifies an absoiute eternity.”” Now 1 am willing to 
}determine the tignification of the word aionios or ever- 
lasting in the text, by this rule, with which the author 
seems to be so well satisiied, and which he describes 
as “an obvious and incontrovertible” one. If it can 
be shewn that this word as used in the text belongs 
“only to this visible world,” our Rey. Author himself 
must allow thal *‘it necessarily bears a limited sense.” 

The question then which properly engages ou: atten- 
tion now is whether the parable from which his text 
was selected is descriptive of things which relate to 
time, or eternity. 


the reader in the discussion of a subject, which, irom 
the pains bestowed on it already, ought to be consid- 


We are told at the commencement of this parable that 
the things therein described were to (take place, 
* When the Son of man should come in his glory.” See 
verse 31. Now if this coming of Christ be future, the 
parable is yet to be fulfilled. But ovr Saviour expli- 
citly and repeatedly declared when on earth, that he 
should come in his glury with his holy angels, before 
the gepneraiion then on the earth passed away. See 
Mat. xvi. 27, 28. x. 23. Mark viii. 33. ix. 1. Luke 
ix. 26, 27. In the 24th of Matthew, our Lord is very 
particular on this subject. 
sigo of ihe Son of man in heaven ; and thew shall all 
the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son 
of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and 
greatglory.”. Notice that the parable was to be fulfil- 
led when the Son of man came in his glory. After 
¢peaking the words just quoted, our Lord goes on to 
shew whev his coming might be @xpected. As when 
a fig tree pu(teth forth leaves, we know that summer 
i nigh; so, says Christ, “*when ye sec all these thiogs 
know that it (i. e. my coming, in my glory, with my 
holy angels} is near, ‘even at the doors. Verily I say 
unto you, this generation shall not pass till all these 
things be fulfilled.” Now let me inquire, whether the 
things which took place on this earth, before that gen- 
eration passed away, belong to this world, or eternity ? 
whether they are temporary or eternal? They belong to 
this world, they are temporary. Was not the parable, 
from which the preacher took his text, to be fulfilled 
at the time of Christ’s coming? Most cetfeinly. And 





satist upon the subject, and all along assuming the very 


[he was to come before that generation passed away ; 


then, if you oppose us at all, you will at least be bet-, 


he says, ‘tan obvious and incontrovertible rule,” by. 


He says, ‘‘whenever this word relates to | 


There is no difficuity in deciding | 
this question ; all } am anxious abouf is of wearying' 


ered as settied, and thrown out of the controversy.— | 


“Then shall appear the | 


for Jesus, as may be seen, Mat. xxv. 13, exhorts his 
followers to watch for the event. And he changes not 
the threat of hie discourse; he speaks of no other com- 
ing, of no other judgment. It appear to me that every 
man who does not willingly shut his eyes, must see 
that this is the correct view of this subject. Then I 
ask this Rev. Author whether the word aenios in his 
text should bear a limited or unlimited signification. 
When it belongs only to the things of this world; ‘it 
necessarily bears a limiled sense.”? If then according 
to his own favorite rule the punishment spoken of in his 
text is not limited, | despair of ever assertaining the 
“meaning or connexion of the plainest discourses of Je- 
sus Christ. It does not belong to this discussion, to 
shew what our Saviour meant ‘by coming in his glory, 
with bis holy angels; by gathering the nations before: 
him and dividing them as a shepherd divideth his sheep 
from the goats; but this much we know, if we can re- 
ly upon our Saviour’s words, that what ever he meant 
was fulfilled, before the generation on the earth when 
ibe spake had passed away. The word everlasting 
then in Mat. xxv. 46, according to the Rev. Henry 
Ruffner’s ‘obvious and incontrovertible rule,” **neces- 
| sarily bears a limited sense.” Here then our author 
‘falls at the threshold of his object. His text rebels a- 
gainst him, and is excited to revolt by one of his own 
rules, which he thought he had very safely and cun- 
‘pingly laid down. 

We have seen that our Saviour used the word aion- 
| dos in relation to punishment that was simply temporal. 
| This fact undermines the foundation of Mr. Rouffner’s 
, creed; and it would lead us to think that his reason- 
ings upon the word are sophistical, even if we could 
‘discover it by no other means. But after his long and 

labored disquisition, he, in truth, leaves the subject 
just where he found it: he is obliged to allow that aton- 
,is an ambiguous term; that it is in scripture used ia 
various senses; and in some instances applied to fem- 
poral things. low then is it possible for any man to 
| prove the doctrine of endless misery by the use of that 
|word? Iam far from heiieving that Mr. Ruffner him- 


' 


_ self was satisfied with his sermon; and I sejoice that 
| the ablest advocates oi the doctrine of endless torment 
can do no more in its support. By Wis own rule. to 
_ bim “obvious and incontrovertible,” | have she wu that 
| the word everlasting in his text, **necessarily bears a 
‘limited sense. 

| In the closing part.of his discourse, Mr. Ruffner no- 
tices very briefly some of tio:e passages which have 
_ been used in support of Universalism. Astothe ost 
of them. he seems to be in too great a hurry to stop 
and reason. He just looks at the:, gives them a little 
turn, and passes on. He surely would have done: 
himself mor. credit to have let them alone a)to-ether. 
He notices the following passage from Paul: **As by 
the offence of one judgment came upon all men unto 
condemnation; even so the righteousness of one, the 
i free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.” 
His interpretation of this is, **the free gift came upon 
all men who believe in Christ... He says also, **the 
obtaining of faith and justification is limited to the pre- 
sent life.’ And brings forward to prove it the saying 
of Christ to the Jews. ‘For if ye believe not that I 
am he, ye shall die in your sins: whither | go, ye can- 
not come.’’ I wonder that Mr. Ruffner did not pursue 
his subject farther, and carry it through. What an 
advantage would it have been to his scheme had he 
proved the eternal misery of the apostles! What a glo- 
rious acquisition for hell! And how easily might he 
bave done this! If he had pointed bis bearers to John 
xiii. 33, they would have seen the following words of 
Christ: ‘*As I said unto the Jews, whither I go ye can- 
pot come, so now I say /o you.” And here he might 
have reasoned thus: This passage certainly proves the 
eternal misery of the Jews. No one but a heretic 
would deny that Christ applied the same words to his 
‘apostles ;. and if they prove eternal misery in one case, 
why notin the other: 0 farthen frow Universaliem’s 





being true, so tar fion all simner’s being saved, the 

















xposties themselves must be damned, and that too to 
all eternity. — . 

Mr. Ruff.er, having a suspicious eye vpon Rev. xx. 
14, says, ‘*We hear indeed of death and hades being 
cast into the lake of fire. Bat this only inform us, 
that after the resurrection of all the dead, temporal 
death and badee (or the intermediate state of soals be- 
tween death and judgment) will have lost their power, 


This is ridiculous nonsense. 


he proves with such wondrous ease, that the Jews and 
the apostles, death and the intermediate state, are all 
to be punished in Hell forever!! RICHARDS. 





<The following communications will shew to what 
excess people have run with respect to their views 


of Hell. We have extracted them from the “Uni- 


‘UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
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Gulliver, he would, at all hazards, and in spite of al: 
obstacles have made a voyage thither ; explored th: 
different regions ; corrected the present solitary ser 
vey, and given us a faithful narrative of the manner 
and customs of the various orders of inhabitants.* Ce:- 





} . > 
and, as ifthey were coodemned persons, will be con- | nopolized by the Pope and his suffragans. It seem:« 
signed to punishment, for hurting the people of God.” | 
I almost doubt the testi- | 
mony of my own senses when I hear a man, occupy- 
ing the professorship of one of our colleges, talk about| rationality, than estranged from it, by what they deem 
punishing death and the intermediate stale, for hurting | ils errors, or the very opposite doctrines contained in 
the people of God. Some however may inquire, why | our Homilies, to the truth of which they have sub- 
ought not a man to be a profrssor in a college, when ;ecribed. Be this, however, as it may, the belief of a 
' purgatory, does not depend merely upon the interested 





versal Theological Magazine,” &c. published in 
London, by Rey. Wm. VipLER 


the correspondent, will shew the opinion which the 


descriptions. 


To the Editor of the Theological Universal Magazine. 
Tax EXISTENCE er PURGATORY proven rrom 
AcTUAL SURVEY, AND BY AN INCON- 
TESTIBLE MiRABLE. 


Sir,— As the quotation which Mr. Relsham has taken | 
from the writings of a learned bishop, (vide Magazine | 
for Det"p. 307.) must have excited the curiosity ot 
your Protestant readers, | fee] myself happy in having 
it in my power to gratify their curiosity to the utmost. 
by the following extract, from a very scarce book. 
published at Ve vice, A. D. 1620, containing among 
other equally curious matters, **A Geographical |'e- 
scription of the extent of Hell, Purgatory, Limbas Pat- 
rum.and \hbraham’s Boson,” 


The remarks of | bishopric of London, whilst he was in his fields, Julia- 
imus appeared to him, bidding him to be ready at night, 


: : ; | when he would call upon him, there being matters to 
Universalists in London, in 1805, entertained of such | 





“The «phere of Hell, or to speak more properly. its | 
circumference, is the lowest part of the earth, and the | 
bigness of it is about 7875 niles; the breadth of | 
it, i. e. the diameter. is the third part of the. eircum- 
ference. 
gu ir‘er., 

“Above the sphere of Mell is that of Purgatory, 1575 
miles in circfit, and distant fron. us 2505 miles and a 
half... Above the sphere of Porgatory is that of Limbus 
Patrum, which is 23625, and distant frem us 1252 
miles. Above this is 
the same length and distance as the other. { 

“Some object against this, that we have placed 
Hell lowermost, and have ade it less than the earth. 
or any of the othe: places, whereas we ought to have 
made it bigger in reg rd of the vast numbers of people 
that have been crowding thither for these many thou. 
sand years, and never return, and wil! be daily croud- 
ing thither ‘till the world’s end.” To which we an- 
swer, that ‘‘when the centre of the universe shall be 
removed out of the way after the day of judgment, and 
the earth, with all that infinite heap of mountains and 
seas, shall be calcined to nothing, there will be space 
enough: besides that. the damned in chains and fet- 
ters, must not expect to have so much liberty as the 
saints in heaven, who are unconfiped.”” , 


It is mrtely to be lamented, that our kaowledge of 
these subterraneous mansions, has not been i 
by the discoveries of modern travellers. [ad the a- 
bove description and actual surrey. fallen within the 


It is distant from us, 3758 milés and one | 


braham’s Bosom, much about 





‘contradictory senses was not then discovered. 








notice of that celebrated navigator, Captain Lemael 





tainly, however, the existence of the above mansions 
is firmly believed by all the Roman Catholics, and « 
very lucrative commerce thither, has long been mo 


too, as if even some Protestant priests were half dis- 
posed to adopt the same belief; being perhaps, more 
endeared to tt, on account of its high probability and 


report of either Popish or Protestant priests: no, it is 
confirmed by miracles / and as one of these miracles 
was performed near London, | hope the recitz! of it 
will induce all your intelligent readers to become 
zealous, orthodox Purgatorians. 
Your’s, 
—Near St. Asaph, Jan. 5, 1805. 


DoMIN ic. 





“A certain husbandman living at Tidstude, in the 





' 


be divinely shewed him beyond the apprehensions of | 
humanity. Accordingly the saint came, and bid the! 
husbandman to leave his body at rest in bed, for that 
his soul alove was to troop off with him. 

*sComing to about the middle of the world, they en 
tered into a glorious court, that had a wonderiul light 
arising (as the guide said,) from the decimation of the 
just. Here they met with St. James, who had sent for 
this stranger, and he bid the saints, Julian and Domi- 
nic, shew the stranger the penal places of the wicked, 
and the mansious of the just. Hereupon St. Julian 
informed him, that this was the court for ail souls, 
newly departed their bodies; and there they were as- 
sorted, as well for the damned, as for those who were 
to undergo the torments of purgatory. 





youths. Without this court was the place oi punish | 


ment. for those that used injustice in matter of TYTHES ; | 


aud the saint perceiving by the farmer’s coughing, as), 


they passed, that he too had bee tardy im this basi- 
ness, commanded him to make » public’ confession of 
it at his return, beiore the whole congregation, and io 
desire absolution from the priest. 

**kastwardiy, between too walls, was a vast place of 
purgatory fire ; and beyond it, a pond to rinse souls in, 
thathad waded through purgatory, the water being 
salt and cold, beyond comparison. 
ry, St. Nicholas was overseer. ‘There was a mighty 
bridge all beset with nails and spikes, an leading to 
the Mount of Joy, on which mount was a stately 


Over this purgato- 


* As this great man employed the chief part of his 
time in making voyages of discovery, it must be sup- 
posed, that he fell in with mauvy curious places, vot 
mentioned in his immortal publication. Might not 
Purgatory be one of these places? Is it probable — 
nay. is it possible, that so inquisitive a man could re- | 
main at Glubdubdrib for weeks as he did, conversiug 
with ghosis, spectres, &c. &c. and yet hear nothing oi 
purgatory? Ifit is asked, why then did he not visit | 
this semz-infernal region, aud publish his account of it ? | 
the answer is at hand — He was educated at Cambridge, 
and had subscribed the 39 articles. Now. by such ex 
animo subscription, he had declared, that ‘tpurgatory 
was a fond thing, vainly invented, and grounded upon 
no warranty of scripture, but rather repugnant to the 
word of God.” (Vide art. 22.) It thergiore would 
have been highly incongruous and indecent in him, 
thus publicly to contradict his subscription ; more es- 
pecially, as the knack of subscribing in = pire and 
fhow 
ever, any of his MSS. could be found in Wales, they 


The souls of | 
the just were perfectly white, a.d had the aspects of! 
| 


‘of this law.’ &e. ? 





might now be safely published. 


church. Returning to this church, they found St. Mi- 
~hael, the arch-angel, and the apostles Peter and Paul. 
‘t. Michael caused all the white souls to pass through 
the flames unhurt to the Mount of Joy ; and those that 
had black and white spots, St. Peter led into purgato- 
ry to be purified. In one part sat St. Paul, and the 
devil opposite to him, witha pair of scales between 
them, weighing all such souls as were black ; if upon 
such weighing, the scale turned towards St. Paul, he 
sent the soul to Purgatory, if it torned the other way ; 
then the devil seized the culprit with great triumph. 

‘Then the rustic under the protection of the saints, 
saw the devil’s stage plays. First they introduced a 
proud man in his robes, strutting and looking big, bav- 
ing all manner of imperiousness and arrogancy ; when, 
on a sudden, they turned flames about him, burning 
him most dismally. Then they introduced a lawyer, 
the most famous in all England. He was wont to take 
fees on both sides ; and the fiends now compelled him 
to act the same over again: for he advised on the right 
and left, and took money from both parties. But the 
devils having diverted themselves for a time with his 
acting, on a sudden, turned his money into boiling li- 
quor, and compelled him to swallow it, attended with 
sundry other extremities of torment. 

“The rustic likewiee saw, near the entrance of the 
lower hall, four streets ; the first was full of innumera- 
ble furnaces and caidrons filled with flaming pilehjand 
boiling of souls. The second had its caldron stored 
with snow and ice, to torment souls with horrid cold. 
The third had boiling sulphur, affording the worst of 
stench for vexing souls that had wallowed in Just. The 
fourth had its caldrons full of most horrid salt and 
black water. Now sinners of all sorts were alternate- 
ly tormented in these caldrons. The rustic having 
seen these and many other very curious things, St. 
Michael bade St. Julian coavey him back to his body, 
and accordingly he did so, but how is not known, He 
Tay in a trance fortwo days and nights, after which, 
repairing to Tidstude church, he was solicited by the 
priest and his parishoners to acquaint them with his 
revelations. But he declining so to do, St. Jalian ap- 
peared to him, and commanded him to gratify them. 
fie then gave an account of his visions with such elo- 
quence, as created admiration in all his auditors, and 
the more so, because he was a man of narrow sense 
and few words.”>” Matt. Paris in loc. 








FOR THE UNIVERSALISP MAGAZINE. 
TO “MARCUS.” 
JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. 


Dear Sir,—It was with much hesitation that I-could 
allow myself to think, that our view of the subject of 
justification, was in any respect different. That we 
did not disigree on the principle I felt confident, al- 
though you call it “justification by works,’* and I jus- 
tification by faith.” 

To my mind. the apostles Paul and James use the 
term works in different senses, which } do not remem- 
ber to have seen laid open, or properly distinguished. 

Relative to a portion of St. Paul’s writings in ques- 
tion, you ask **does not righteousness comprehend all 
the deeds of this law? (the immutable law of moral 
right.)” And again, “*How then can we suppose that 
St. Paul meant, that we are justified without the decds 
To the last question J answer, 
just as easy as we can, in truth, suppose there is a 
‘oan without the deeds of this law; and yet that man 
be justified: or @et6 suppose the ungodly to be jus- 
tified. 

Notwithstanding “righteousness comprehends all the 
deeds of this law,” or that they are both the sume in 
nature, yet righteousness does not cofaprehend all the 
deeds of any man. If *tobedience is justification” dis- 
obedience is condemnation. Both of these are not the 
deeds of this law, and cannot be justified by thew. — 
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116 UNIVERSALIST. MAGAZINE. 


oe 








ae — — 


Siew me the wan, all of whose deeds are tire deecis of | | 


this law, and the deeds of this law, his deeds; then, 
you will see a man, who, as | understane the apostle, 
in the same phrase is justified by the deeds of the law. 
As he recognized no such man, among either Jews or 
Gentiles, he thus concludes ‘‘therefore by the deeds 
of the law shall no flesh be justified in his sight,” &c. 

You will now see why I think, that ‘the deeds of 
this law are not in the least degree available towards 
justification, since they are not the deeds of the man, 
who needs justification. This idea you may discover 
hinted or implied in my former communication to you ; 
beginning at the fourth paragraph. 

You will also perceive,why,!] would not remind you, 
in the place where you apprehended,of the distinction, 
between ‘moral principles in the mind, and the deeds 
of thislaw,.’? The objections which you raised against 
the metaphysical distinction that you anticipated from 
me, will not hold against the one here stated. This] 
conceive to be worthy of the occasion, and of its auth- 
or the great apostle. Therefore though unwillingly | 
must appeal from your decision of ‘the case in dis- 
pute.” You must now, see one error in your opinion, 
detected, which is, in having formed too favorable an 
epinion of your “‘opponent’s”’ understanding, when you 
think he can comprehend the phrase ‘deeds of the 
law” with its relation to the apostle’s argument, in the 
2d and 3d of Romans, if it means merely legal rites. 

If yon regarded my argument as elaborate, you seem 
not to have been aware, that it was not so for your 
mind, but for those to whom you saw fit to make it 
public,—who are not all Marcuses. Though it was 
not intended to be elaborate, it was inlended to be 
plain. Whilst yours is not convincing, in ‘*the case in 
dispute,” it is not for the want of perspecuity. 

I] have no objection to your view of the apostle’s ar- 
gument in the former part of this epistle. Le tells us, 
(iii. 9,) what he had before done. Now as both Jews 
and Gentiles were under sin, you must, | thipk, allow 
that they were not justified by the mora) law or its 
deeds. Jt appears evident, that in the course of this 
argument of the apostle, from the ii. 12, to the end 
of the chapter, he used the term “‘the law,” as that 
law, “‘which distinguished the Jews from the Gen- 
tiles’—thbat indeed “‘which required circumcision,” 
but which required also much more, not only that» 
touching the righteousness of which, St. Paul was 
blameless, but that ‘also by which he contesses himself 
the chiefest of sinners. Here you have my answer to 


your question on the passage towards the close of the 
3d chapter. 





Nor does it appear much less evident that the term 
‘the law” referred to in. the 2d chapter, embraces in | 
its signification something more than merely rites and | 
ceremonies, yea even the law of moral commandments. 
This you admit to be fact in the ii. 23. Your explana- 
tion deserves more particular notice. Here I shall 
not attempt to make my last observation much more 
evident. But may only say, ‘that the Gentiles had 
not ‘the law,” the work of which (see 15th v.) could 
be written in the heart, and had righteousness 
(see 26th verse) which could make uncircumcision he 
counted for circumcision. The Jews (verse 20) had 
the form of knowledge and truth in “‘the law,” and its 
administration, such as it was, under the Mosaic dis- 
pensation, as the Gentiles had not. Hence the law, 
did vot exclude boasting in the Jews who had it, in 
form, but became the occasion of it. In this sense, it is 
called the law of works (iii. 27.) In this sense, or in 
the letter, “the law’? might be obeyed, and the ser- 


vant thereof righteous, and yet, not be justified, or 
really righteous. [To be concluded in our next.] 





To Correspondents.—‘*Discipulus”’ is reterred to vol. 
iv. No. 38, p. 151, where he will find an article enti- 
tled, **An Important subject considered,”’ in which the 
subject of his communication is discussed. 

*Candidus” is informed that his communication is 
irrelevant to the subject, on which H. B.'s remarks 





were made. 
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THE CARRIER’S 


A ADDaSS 


TO THE PATRONS OF THE 


Gwiversalist Magasine, 
JANUARY 1, 1€26. 


Theartily wish you a happy new year, 
Kind patrons, with health and abundance of cheer. 
Superstition, *tis true may scow] up her face, 
And say, if you’re happy, you're void of all grace! 
Bat wisdom, as old as the bible will prove 
The sinner forgiven is cheerful in love !* 


The year that is gone was propitious and kind, 
Health, peace and abundance have all been combin'd ; 
The fruits of the Summer and Autumn were good, 
And call on us all to be grateful to Gop. 


But some of you mourn the sweet friends who have gone, 
And left your fair dwellings, no more to return ; 

But why should we sorrow for those who are blest, 
Whose troubles are over, whose souls are at rest ? 


May the year that is coming with goodness abound, 
With health, peace and plenty, its seasons be crown’d ; 
The seas and the rivers all gratefully flow, 

Your riches to bring with each wind that shall] blow. 


The paper | bring you still lives to contend 
For faith once delivered, and it to defend ; 
No weapons of wrath in its arsenals found, 
But arrows of truth, which its foes deeply wound, 
Causing error to yield, as night to the day ; 
Truth and Peace take the field, and strife dies away. 


Of harlots the mother, her doxies still try 
To freshen Her beauty ; nor seldom do lie 
To make out the story of devil and hell; 
That millions and millions forever must dwell 
In woful despair of al) that is good, 

To the joy of saints and the glory of God! 


Such joy and such glory black demons might love, 
Were such in existence, below or above ; 
But angels in heaven rejoice when they know, 
That grace is extended to sinners below. 


Like the dove scarcely fledg’d, when tender and 
young. 
The Magazine stood all the vultures among ; 
The lightning of wrath flash’d forth from their eyes, 
And death with its terrors was heard in their cries: 


The prey was so small and their talons so large, 
The hope was but faiut the young dove to discharge ; 
But the vult’rous birds fed one on the other, 


While the dove gained her wings all covered with 
feather. 


As an omen of peace she flits in the air; 
On the pinions of hope she drives off despsir ; 
Delighting in nothing but that which is good, 
She nurses her young on the altar of God, 


In the north and the south, the east and the west, 
The regions of darkness with lights are now blest ; 
The voice of the turtie is heard through the land, 
And laborers faithful are join’d hand in hand ; 

As reapers, go forth to the harvest of truth, 
And honor the SAviour with dews of his youth.t 
H. B. 





* Mat. ix. 2. t Psalms cx. 3, 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
SHORTER CATECHISM. 


Quesfion. Who were the Scribes and Pharisees? 
Answer. They who distigured their faces, and were 
of a sad countenance,—whe thought themselves righ- 


teous, and despised others,—who loved to pray, stand 
ing in the synagogues, and in the corvers of the streets,— 
and who compassed sea and land to make one pro- 
selyte. 

Q. What did they say of Jesus Christ? 

A. They said he had a devil, was a glattonous 


man, a wine bibber, and a friend of publicans and 
sinners, 


@. Who did they say believed on him? 

A. They said it was that part of the people who 
knew not the Jaw, and were cursed, They said it was 
the world which had gone after him. 

Q. Did they attempt to reason with him? 

A. Not very often. And when they did, they were 
put to silence. 

Q. How then did they attempt to defend their doc- 
trine, and to coufute his? 


A. By excommunicating them who believed on 
bim, 


Q. Did they not excommunicate those who confes- 
sed him, rather than those who believed on him? 

A. Yes: | should have said, By excommunicating 
them who confessed him. 

Q. Who, at the present day, most resemble the an- 
cient scribes and pharisees? 


A. They who copy their example. R.C.U, 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
ANECDOTE. 


The following is the substance of part of a conversa- 
tion between a Universalist anda Calvinistic Minister, 
which took place in Hardwick, Mass. 


Calrin.stic Min. Why, yes, it is doubtless our duty 
to rejoice in the divine decree of reprobation. 
Unir. But do you rejoice in it? are you heartily 


glad that God will doom your fellow-creatures to end- 
less torment ? 


Calv. M. Ah, we have so much of the weakness of 
old corrupt nature in our hearts, at present, tha! it ie 
difficult to reconcile ourselves to the will of God ia 
many cases. [ do not expect to be able, in this im- 
perfect state, to contemplate the damnation of the im- 
penitent with joy; but if ever I arrive at heaven. I 
shall then be enabled to say amen to the infliction of 
God's righteous judgment. 

Unir. Do you not think that satan delights in the 
dreadful torments of sinners ? 

Calv. M. Yes. 

Unir. The amount of the matter then is, that now 
you are not quite so good as the Devil, but hope, 
when you get to heaven, to be as perfectashe! M.A, 
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O‘eBr. THOMAS WHITTEMORE will preach in 
Harvard, Mass. on the third Sabbath of the pre-ent 


/ month. 
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MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 
By Rev. H. Ballou, Mr. John Bennett to Miss Sally 
Durant. Mr. Thomas Winslow Baker to Miss Louisa 
H. Mansfield. Mr. David W. Hall to Miss Mary M. 
Griffin. Mr. Haskell Bancroft to Miss Mary Mann, 
all of Beston. 
In Hingham, 26th ult. by Rev. Benja. Whittemore 
of Scituate, Rev. Calvin Gardner, of Charlestown, 
Mass. to Miss Mary Whiting, of Hingham. 





DIED IN THIS CITY, 
Wm. Winchester, son of Cyrus Brett, aged 3 years. 


Joseph E. Henry, 2 years, son of Mr. Wm. Henry.— 
Mr. Jonathan Freeman Greenwood, mer. 31. 
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